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	4TUEU launches 'military' operation to arrest Mediterranean migrant U4T6TU...U6T 12TTelegraph.co.uk1T12T-1T12T7 hours ago
	A military operation to catch migrant traffickers begins on Wednesday, with European warships patrolling international waters in the Mediterranean to arrest smugglers dubbed the "mafia of the sea".
	The European Union's foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini announced last month that EUNAVFOR MED, an operation launched to dismantle the network of smugglers abetting the migrant boat crisis, was to enter its second phase.
	The first phase, which essentially entailed compiling and analysing information on the trafficker networks, has been up and running since June.
	Six ships are already in place in international waters off the coast of Libya - the departure point for many of the migrant boats - including an Italian aircraft carrier, a French frigate and one British, one Spanish and two German ships.
	At least three other vessels supplied by the Belgian, British and Slovenian navies are expected to arrive in the area at the end of October to complete the force, which also include four aircraft and 1,318 personnel.
	On board the Werra, one of the German ships taking part, the 100-person strong crew has already carried out several exercises, including a simulation of an attack carried out by traffickers, to which they responded by opening fire.
	For this mission, the team includes sailors trained in boarding ships on the high seas, the Werra's captain Stefan Klatt told AFP.
	The EU gave the go-ahead for the operation in international waters in September, but its ships are not, for now, allowed to pursue traffickers into Libyan waters.
	"We follow the traffickers and want to arrest them and seize their ships," the captain said, adding that he'll get as close to Libyan waters as he can.
	Over the past few weeks, EUNAVFOR MED has identified 20 'escort' boats - the type used by traffickers who take the migrants out to sea in fishing boats and dinghies before leaving them and returning to Libya in the escort boat.
	It could have taken action against all of the 17 Libyan and three Egyptian 'escort' boats spotted, had phase two of the operation already been up and running.
	On the map, the operation will patrol over 10 areas off the Libyan coast: four along the 12-nautical mile mark which separates international from Libyan waters, and the others further out to sea.
	The whole of the north-western coast of Libya from the Tunisian border to Sirte will be on lockdown, apart from an area directly in front of Tripoli, left open to prevent a total maritime blockade.
	Traffickers hoping to spirit migrants out of the area by boat will still run into EUNAVFOR MED once they get into international waters.
	But the operation will need a green light from the United Nations Security Council and Libyan authorities to venture into Libyan waters - authorisation which appears to be still some way off.
	It will not stop the Werra and others getting as close as they can, particularly by night, to collect information, survey the area and listen to marine traffic and radio frequencies used by smugglers.
	For all its detailed preparations ahead of the launch, "we clearly lack men close to the network" of traffickers to help break it, one official said on condition of anonymity.
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	4TUMigrants : l'UE accélère sa lutte contre les passeurs dans la U4T6TU...U6T 2TIn-Depth1T2T-0T1TLe Monde0T1T-1T8T4 hours ago
	Il va y avoir du monde en Méditerranée. Aux moyens de l’opération « Triton » (quatre avions, un hélicoptère, sept navires) chargée de surveiller et de sécuriser les routes migratoires vers l’Italie en provenance de Libye et d’Egypte vont s’ajouter, à ...
	Annoncée fin septembre à Rome par Federica Mogherini, la chef de la diplomatie européenne, et placée sous l’égide l’Eunavfor Med, cette nouvelle mission, baptisée « Sophia » (ou « Sofia »), du nom d’une petite fille de migrants née en mer, consiste à ...
	C’est au rez-de-chaussée d’une caserne de l’armée de l’air italienne, dans le quartier de Centocelle à Rome, que se tient le commandement opérationnel de cette initiative. Cent quatre-vingt hommes et femmes appartenant à 20 nationalités coordonnent le...
	« Une des premières sources de revenus »
	Les bateaux de migrants sont souvent accompagnés dans les eaux internationales par des navires d’escorte rapides jusqu’à ce qu’ils rencontrent des secours. Après quoi, ils prennent la fuite. C’est à leur bord que se trouvent les organisateurs du trafi...
	Pour l’amiral Hervé Bléjean, commandant en second de cette mission, il s’agit avant tout « d’insécuriser l’adversaire » et de « perturber » le trafic. Même si la route de la Méditerranée est la moins sûre de toutes, elle demeure une des plus rentables...
	Menée conjointement avec Frontex, Eurojust, Europol, la police italienne, les organisations humanitaires, « Sophia » entend porter un coup sinon fatal du moins important aux organisations criminelles qui gèrent les passages entre cette partie de l’Afr...
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